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Main Point: The church in Jerusalem 
encouraged Gentile believers.

Big Picture Question and Answer: 
How do people hear about Jesus? God uses 
Christians to tell others about Jesus so they 
may repent and be saved.

Christ Connection: The church leaders 
met in Jerusalem to answer a tough question: 
Can a person be saved by faith alone or was 
something more needed? The early church 
agreed that because of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, He alone is all we need to be 
saved.

Key Passage: Acts 1:8
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• What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they 

for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do 

they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission better?

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS
•   What was the purpose of the Old 

Testament Law?

•  Why can’t the law save us?

•   Why is faith in Jesus enough to 
receive salvation?

The Message: “Christ Alone”
Acts 15:1-35

MAIN POINT: THE CHURCH IN JERUSALEM ENCOURAGED
GENTILE BELIEVERS.

Paul and Barnabas had been sharing the gospel with many people—including 
Gentiles. But some people in the church began to teach that the Gentiles could 
not be saved unless they followed some of the same rules the Jews followed.

The church leaders decided to meet in Jerusalem to talk about whether or 
not the Gentiles needed to obey the law of Moses. Peter stood up and said to the 
group, “They heard the good news, and they believed. God accepted them and 
gave them the Holy Spirit, just as He did for us.

“We know that we cannot obey God’s laws perfectly. Jews and Gentiles are 
saved in the same way—by the grace of the Lord Jesus.”

Everyone in the group was quiet as Paul and Barnabas told them about all 
the things God had done through them when they were with the Gentiles. Then 
James pointed out that the words of the prophets showed that God wanted to save 
both Jews and Gentiles.

The church leaders wrote a letter to the Gentile believers. The leaders chose 
Judas and Silas to go to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas to deliver the letter. The 
believers in Antioch were encouraged by the letter. 

Christ Connection: The church leaders met in Jerusalem to answer a tough 
question: Can a person be saved by faith alone or was something more needed? The 
early church agreed that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, He alone is all we need 
to be saved.
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Picture Mix-Up
Arrange the picture pieces in the correct order to complete the Bible story main point.

The church in Jerusalem encouraged ________________________ believers.

The 
Message

Circle the letter to indicate if 
the statement is true or false. 
Then use the circled letters to fill 
in the message.

Some Jews believed Gentiles 
needed to follow Jewish rules to be 
saved.

Peter said that God accepted 
Gentiles who believed.

The Jews were trying to make 
salvation easier for Gentiles.

People can obey God’s laws 
perfectly if they try hard. 

The words of the prophets showed 
God wants to save both Jews and 
Gentiles.

Jews and Gentiles are saved in the 
same way—by the grace of the Lord 
Jesus.

The early church agreed that because of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, people are 
saved by ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ alone.
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How do people 
hear about 

Jesus?
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How do people 
hear about 

Jesus?

God uses Christians to 
tell others about Jesus 

so they may repent 
and be saved.
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The God Who Sends
Key Passage: Acts 1:8

Big Picture Questions: How do people hear 
about Jesus? God uses Christians to tell others 
about Jesus so they may repent and be saved.

Session 1:  Paul’s Conversion and Baptism 
Acts 9:1-25 
Jesus saved Saul from his sins and 
chose him to spread the gospel. 

Session 2:   Paul’s First Journey 
Acts 13:1-3; 14:8-28 
The Holy Spirit sent Paul and 
Barnabas to tell Jews and Gentiles 
about Jesus.

Session 3:   The Message: “Christ Alone” 
Acts 15:1-35 
The church in Jerusalem encouraged 
Gentile believers.

Session 4:   Paul’s Second Journey 
Acts 16:11-34 
Paul and Silas told the jailer, “Believe 
in the Lord Jesus and you will be 
saved.”

Session 5:   Paul Preached in Europe 
Acts 17:16-34 
Paul taught the people in Athens 
that the one true God sent Jesus 
to be the Savior.

Session 6:   Paul’s Third Journey 
Acts 18:1-4,24-28; 20:17-38 
God helped Paul preach with courage 
even when he was in danger.
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“You will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has 

come on you, and you 
will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the 
end of the earth.”

Acts 1:8
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The church 
in Jerusalem 
encouraged 

Gentile 
believers.
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